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Brad Deaton Bob McCluskey Jeff Bills Scott Carpenter
bass and vocals guitar, vocals, 2 string

Cholo cello, and toilet flush
drums guitar, vocals, and

penny whistle

There's usually a time in your life when you're full grown, but not quite grown
up. Listening to Punt now, eight years after the first cassette copies showed up in
Knoxville's Ft. Sanders collegiate/post-grad transitional ghetto, that's what I hear.

In a lot of ways, the Taoist Cowboys were a very grown-up band. Bob
McCluskey's love of dueling-guitar groups such as Television and Thin Lizzy
combined with Scott Carpenter's love of fancy country pickers and classic guitar
pop led to the profusion of crafty twin-guitar hooks that bloom in song after song.
By the time the band cut its second and final recording, Brad Deaton and future
V-Roy Jeff Bills could really pick 'em up and put 'em down. Like the old joke goes,
they couldn't be punks cause they were too good.

But there's a tangible sense of wistful youth to Punt, Scott's pair of stubbly,
pent-up rockers and the Kiss-like blowout of "Wildcat Whistle/Liquid Plumr"
notwithstanding, despite the fact that the Cowboys could out-guzzle a metal band
on a good night. In his early 20s, Bob still looked like he was 14, and he wrote songs
as if still in touch with a boy's ideal dream of the world, even in its complicated,
wearying midst. Whether singing as a lovestruck janitor, a geezer delinquent,  an
uncertain lover asking for the brass tacks from his paramour, or a blissed-out
baseball fan with "skin like a chicken," Bob never indulged in the easy irony or
journalistic distance with which even secret softies learn to cover up. 

That time between ages looks a lot better looking back, and most people are
glad to be shed of it. But for my money, Punt catches as fine a fleeting taste of it as
any former future grown-up could want. 

—Lee Gardner April 00

Additional players:  Peggy Hambright–fiddle on Mind Chime; Todd Steed–keyboards on Sweeping the Building;
Connie Wallace–fiddle on Marigold; Terry Schmidt–all saxophones; Wendy Mullen–diva on Liquid Plumr;
All songs by Bob McClusky except: Longing for You (music: Scott and Steve Rohe; lyrics: Scott), Marigold (music:
Bob and Scott; lyrics: Bob), Body & Soul (music: Scott; lyrics: Scott and Scott McNutt), Wildcat Whistle (music
and lyrics: Brad)
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Back With You

Mind Chime

Sweeping the Building

Longing for You

Shit on You

Marigold

Falling Up

Roaming Girl

Restless

Body and Soul

Dancing Bear
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Ta
oi

st
s 

C
ow

bo
ys

P
U

N
T

Ly
nn

 P
oi

nt
 R

ec
or

ds
LP

00
2

Taoists C
ow

boys
P

U
N

T
Lynn Point R

ecords
LP002

R E C O R D S 


Back With You

Mind Chime

Sweeping the Building

Longing for You

Shit on You

Marigold

Falling Up

Roaming Girl

Restless

Body and Soul

Dancing Bear

Wildcat Whistle

Liquid Plumr

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13


